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ORIGIN HUD-02 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO EB-07 AID-05 COME-OO AGR-10 

LAB-04 HEW-06 DOTE-OO TRSE-00 NAS-01 NSF-02 OPIC-06 

FAA-00 ERDA-07 NSC-05 OMB-01 /067 R 

DRAFTED BY HUD/SFT: TCAT ,T .AWA Y/.IGF.R AGHTY 

APPROVED BY NEA/IRN: CNAAS 

HUD/SFI: CNRASSIAS 

HUD/SF: RDSTEGALL 

AID/SER/H: JCOLBY 

COM/CAGNE: SBLACKMAN 

COM/CAGNE: KTHOMPSON 

NEA/IRN: RBEALES 

124916 

R 090902Z APR 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

UNCLAS STATE 085762 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: BEXP, ECRE, USIRJC, IR 

SUBJECT:U.S.-IRAN JOINT COMMISSION: WORKING GROUP ON 
HOUSING 

REF: TEHRAN 2948 

1 . U.S. WORKING GROUP ON HOUSING AGREES WITH GOI HOUSING 
OFFICIALS THAT INITIAL PHASE OF THE HOUSING PROGRAM HAS BEEN 
COMPLETED WITH THE TRANSMISSION OF DATA ACKNOWLEDGED IN 
REFTEL. THE HOUSING GROUP REGRETS APPARENT MISUNDERSTANDINGS 
WHICH HAVE RESULTED FROM THE QUESTION OF CRITICALLY EVALU- 
ATING AMERICAN CONSTRUCTION FIRMS. ACCORDING TO OUR REPORTS. 
THE USG TEAM THAT WENT TO IRAN IN SEPTEMBER 1975 MADE CLEAR 
THAT IT WAS UNABLE, GIVEN ITS MANDATE AND U.S. GOVERNMENT 
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QUESTED. IF GOI WISHES TO PURSUE THIS MATTER. THE HOUSING 
GROUP COULD SUGGEST PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS TO PROVIDE THIS 
SERVICE IF THE GOI IS WILLING TO FUND IT. 

2. HOUSING GROUP WOULD LIKE EMBASSY TO DEFINE WHAT WOULD 
CONSTITUTE A "COHESIVE AND RESPONSIVE STANCE" (REFTEL, 

PARA 5) AT THIS POINT IN THE PROGRAM'S DEVELOPMENT. IT IS 
NOT SO MUCH INTERESTED IN "HIGH-PROFILE MEETINGS” AS IT IS 

IN EFFECTIVE COOPERATION WITH THE IRANIAN GOVERNMENT IN ITS 

HOUSING PROGRAMS. TO THIS END THE US GROUP WOULD LIKE 
TO KNOW HOW THE IRANIAN GOVERNMENT SEES THE FUTURE OF THIS 
HOUSING GROUP IN THE CONTEXT OF ITS PRESENT NATIONAL DE- 
VELOPMENT GOALS AND PROGRAMS. IS THE GOI INTERESTED IN 
HOUSING-RELATED ACTIVITIES APART FROM CONSTRUCTION, E.G. 
MANAGEMENT, FINANCE. OR SITE PLANNING? WHAT TYPE OF 
"SOPHISTICATED ASSISTANCE" (REFTEL, PARA 6) DOES THE 
EMBASSY THINK WOULD BEST REALIZE IRANIAN OBJECTIVES? 

3. THE U.S. HOUSING GROUP IS PREPARED TO CONSIDER AN EX- 
PANSION OF ITS ACTIVITIES TO INCLUDE THE FACT-FINDING 
MISSION PROGRAM, THE FOREIGN BUYER PROGRAM AND COUNTRY 
FINANCED SERVICES (CFS), IF BOTH SIDES AGREE THAT ANY OF 
THESE MEASURES, OR SOME NEW ARRANGEMENT, COULD USEFULLY 
ADVANCE THE AIMS OF THE GROUP. WITH REGARD TO CFS, THE 
WORKING GROUP WOULD NEED TO KNOW THE NATURE, TIMING AND 
MAGNITUDE OF ANY ASSISTANCE DESIRED. 

4. MR. KEARNEY HAS JUST LEFT HUD TO BECOME AN ASSOCIATE 
DIRECTOR OF OMB. (A LETTER FROM HIM TO SIMONIAN WILL BE 
MAILED SHORTLY.) AS AN INTERIM MEASURE, RONALD D. STEGALL, 
ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, HUD, 

HAS ASSUMED CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE HOUSING STUDY GROUP. THE 
NAMING OF A NEW U.S. CHAIRMAN WILL BE RELATED TO A REDEFI- 
NITION OF THE GROUP S ROLE. HUD AND THE OTHER USG AGENCIES 
REPRESENTED ON THE ECONOMY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE ARE 
GENUINELY INTERESTED IN DEVELOPING AN EFFECTIVE HOUSING 
PROGRAM AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE U.S. IRAN JOINT COM- 
MISSION'S ACTIVITIES. 
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5. REQUEST EMBASSY SEND CURRENT LIST OF NAMES, FULL TITLES 
AND ADDRESSES OF IRANIAN MEMBERS ON HOUSING GROUP SO WE CAN 
UPDATE OUR RECORDS. KISSINGER 
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